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Global call for action

• In an unprecedented global call for urgent action to combat AMR, the World 
Health Assembly on the 17th May 2014 adopted the World Health 
Organization (WHO) resolution WHA67.25. 

• Subsequently, governments globally responded in different ways but as 
political will entered the fray, the pace of reform in antibiotic preservation 
rapidly gained momentum as AMR is now regarded a public health crisis and 
a “threat to national security”

• e.g Executive Office of the President. President's Council of Advisors on 
Science and Technology. Report to the President on combating antibiotic 
resistance. September 
2014.http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/pcast/docsreports A
ccessed January 15, 2015.

• The National Department of Health (NDOH), which has taken the AMR threat 
to the South African public very seriously, in conjunction with SAASP, held the 
1st South African AMR summit in October 2014, with the purpose of bringing 
together all stakeholders involved in work related to infectious diseases, to 
commit to the implementation of the Antimicrobial Resistance National 
Strategy Framework for South Africa.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/pcast/docsreports
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Pillars of the South African AMR strategy framework
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Roles of the Ministerial Advisory Committee

1. Enhance national surveillance and reporting systems for MDR 

microbes & AMR in the human health and agriculture sectors

2. Guide the selection of antimicrobials in the EML based on 

resistance patterns 

3. Provide leadership and guidance to implement effective systems of 

stewardship at all levels

4. Define improvements in prevention strategies focusing IPC & 

enhanced vaccination programmes

5. Advise on core curricula for AMR, patient advocacy and 

awareness campaigns to reduce the inappropriate use of 

antimicrobials in human and animal health.
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A national notification system of resistance 

profiles in selected bacteria 

• Statutory notification

– Selected antibiotic resistance patterns for common bacterial 

infections that are already at high prevalence – e.g. MRSA, 

ESBL

• Sentinel notification

– the most serious antibiotic resistance patterns for bacteria 

at very low prevalence e.g. CPE, MDR Pseudomonas

– Act as an early warning system 
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AMR is a global problem requiring a global solution 


